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understanding of man is quite incapable of realising
the ideal which is set up for him by his reason; and
whatever exception may be taken to such a view, as
an account of the powers of the human mind, it very
well describes the position of the Stoic philosophers.
They had grasped very firmly the ideal after which
philosophy strives, but they were able to do little,
towards its realisation. Their contribution to the
solution of the problems of philosophy is not great,
but throughout the whole history of the school they
held to one central principle. It must, indeed, be
admitted that under the severe criticism to which
the Stoic doctrine was subjected by the Academic
school, some of the Stoics of the middle period, the
contemporaries of Cicero, made inconsistent modifica-
tions in their system, and even fell back on something
like the dualism of Plato. But Epictetus, one of the
latest and greatest of the Stoics, is in his general
attitude of thought quite faithful to the teachings of
the original heads of the school, and especially to its
monistic principle.1 In truth, Stoicism could not
renounce this principle without losing a great part
of its moral strength and efficiency. The enormous
influence which it exerted over the mind of the
ancient world, its power to strengthen the souls of
the noblest men for action and endurance, lay in
its firm grasp of this central idea, that there is a

1 See especially Bonhoffer, Epictet und die Stoa.